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Abstract

We, the international scholars of Chinese Studies, apologize for two
main misinterpretations of China. 1. The master narrative of Jesuits and
others who tried to proof the Western Christian god in ancient Chinese
texts. As a tool, they used a distortion of the Chinese texts by manipulated
translation. 2. The master narrative of the stagnation of China, sometimes
claimed to be inherent and systemic, often reasoned with Confucianism.
This narrative was a dogma for 150 years between 1830 and 1980. The
disruptive economic development since 1978 has proven this narrative
wrong, Confucianism is seen as one reason for the economic miracle. 3.
The master narrative of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution as a
successful Communist reform. During the 1970s, Western sinologists
abandoned basic principles of neutrality, distance and fact-seeking and,
based on propaganda, enthusiastically celebrated the Cultural Revolution
and became dedicated followers of Mao Zedong, holding up the Little
Red Book. The readiness to believe in the Chinese propaganda was partly
motivated by the wish to idealize China into a model which could show
the way for a reform of Western societies.
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