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Abstract

The flower guide, or the flower register, is a unique theatre writing that
records the life, beauty, and artistic achievement of performers and the
aesthetic appreciation of them in the form of poetry, lyric poetry and
songs, and its content results in an unusual sentiment of the life in the pear
garden. Modern scholars consider the flower guide an embodiment of the
literati’s sexual desire that confirms a debauched and extravagant fashion
in the pear garden, and they use this writing to discuss the homosexual
phenomenon and the commercialization of the theatre in the Qing
Dynasty. However, the expression of desire in the flower guide and the
author’s rhetoric usage of “yu” (desire) and “yin” (licentiousness) entail a
special moral sentiment and reveal the author’s intention to deconstruct

and reconstruct the legitimacy of desire.

Keywords:
The flower guide, expression of desire, literary rhetoric, literati identity,

pear garden culture
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Abstract:
Collected Kunqu Plays is a compilation of 411 relatively well
preserved early zhezixi (single-act plays) scripts for stage
performance from various extant kunqu literature. Series I of this
collection presents photocopied texts from the originals, while Series
Il contains proofread transcripts of the plays with modern
punctuation, with each original text being proofread again one or
more script(s) for the same play from closet drama, script(s) with
musical notations for non-stage performance, and/or script(s) for
stage performance. Furthermore, fairly comprehensive
introductions are given of the single-act plays and the complete plays
containing the zhezixi, and explanatory notes are added where
necessary for the lyrics, monologues, and dialogues in the scripts for
stage performance, so as to connect closet drama to the stage. This
collection is intended to be a comprehensive reference for kunqu
artists, fans, and researchers alike, and to contribute to the
continuation of kunqu heritage.
Keywords:
Collected Kunqu Plays, Series II; kunqu; script for stage performance;
heritage
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Abstract:
As one of the main categories of ancient Chinese operas, ghost opera
plays an important role in the opera history. And the love ghost subject

opera, which contains the two themes of love and death, becomes more
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and more popular among the dramatists and audiences. The cultural

imagination of the “ghost” in ancient Chinese opera is of great importance

in the aspects of artistic function, opera adaptation, and image building,

especially the “female ghost” images, realizing the ideal realization and

aesthetic imagination for the dual-image of human and ghost in an

“imaginary reality”. In the late Ming Dynasty, the creation of Chinese

opera entered a booming period, while the composition ideas of “romance”
and “love” in the love ghost operas established the emotional tone of

describing love and reflecting lovesickness. The particular epochal

thought connotation and cultural embodiment, the penetration of ghost

culture for the story lines of love ghost operas, and the traditional

Confucianism and the trend of mind theory in the late Ming Dynasty,

which have influenced the dual-personality of the love ghost and the plot

pattern of the love ghost drama parts, bring love ghost operas a permanent

artistic life. The aesthetic characteristic created by the combination of
fiction and reality frames the production process of love ghost operas,

which also reflects unique aesthetic significance on the aspects of
playwriting and artistic performance.

Keywords: Love ghost opera; aesthetic significance; Opera in the Late

Ming Dynasty
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