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Abstract

Previous studies have offered us enlightening views on the close
relationship among Kongcongzi: Jiemo (Kongcongzi Criticizing Mozi),
Mozi: Feiruxia (Second Text Against the Confucians) and Yanzi Chungiu
(The Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Yan). Nonetheless, the extant
version of Jiemo, almost as precise and organized as a monograph, rarely
conjures up scholarly research into the details of its writing style and
structure. In addition, among the scholars there has been a consensus
mainly based on the last paragraph of Jiemo, whereby the authorship of
Jiemo is attributed to Kong Fu (circa 264 BC — 208 BC). Some even went
so far into suggesting that Feiru and Jiemo embody the disagreement
between Confucianism and Moism. With reference to the common style
of the ancient texts, it follows that their arguments stemmed from the
misunderstanding of the last paragraph of Jiemo. A closer look into its
content as well as the nature of Kongcongzi reveals that Jiemo was in fact
intended to reestablish the positive image of Confucius. This paper aims
to analyze the reasons behind the integrity and cohesion enshrined in the
extant version of Jiemo. Furthermore, this paper revisits its last paragraph
“Caoming asks Ziyu”. With due considerations of the academic
atmosphere where mutual criticisms prevailed among the ancient Chinese
philosophers, it investigates the time of compilation, the editorship and
raison d’étre of the extant Jiemo.
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