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Abstract

The research examines the intense influence of Water Margin on the
Japanese public which formed three climaxes during the Edo Period.
From translation to reversal and then to Japanification, the literature
underwent a deep process of Japanification. The Japanese are interested
in the knight-errant spirit of Water Margin and the heroic characters
within the story also provide a rich imagination. This kind of
imagination was clearly exhibited through many changes in artistic
forms of the time. Through the lens of the “knight-gallant heroes of
Water Margin” found in Japanese visual art, we can analyze the
Japanification of changing tastes after the change in the form and spirit
of the “knight-gallant”.
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