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Editorial

This issue is truly international in several
respects. First, the contributors come from

India, USA, Europe and China, and also

their topics show international connections.

Hans Ruin from Sweden uses Western
philosophy to interprete the historical
consciousness of Confucius. He applies
thoughts from Hegel, Heidegger, Gadamer
and comes to such fundamental questions

as “What is a graver”.

Wang Gui shows how language is at
work: He finds rules behind the building of
neologisms in Chinese. He identifies
generating mechanisms like metaphors,
humor, catharsis,

simplicity, novelty,

subversion, sarcasm, and euphemism.

John Feng introduces the historical
value of the Collection in Bruges, Belgium,
of China’s forgotten Foreign Minister Lu
Zhengxiang, who was frustrated to have
signed the Versailles Treaty, which was in
favor of Japan instead of China. Few know

about his life, including being married to a

Belgium woman, converted to Christianity

and ordained as a priest.

China in the Indian subcontinent and
along the former silk road is a very
sensitive  topic, China is currently
promoting the “One Belt One Road”
initiative to build a transportation highway
from China to Europe. A lot of countries
along the road are underdeveloped and will
benefit economically. China is investing a
lot also in its soft power to make sure that
the countries approached are favorable
towards China. Academia of these coun-
tries receive massive support from China,
including scholarships for students and
young researchers.

The  contribution by  Tanweer
Muhammed concentrates on the Turko-
Afghan period of the 13" to 16™ century. It
had to be edited and ‘forgotten’ references
added, to fit

international  scholarly

standards. However, it also refers to
current political relations and China’s role
in a favorable light. We found it important
to accept a paper from Bangladesh for

documentary purposes and apologize for



the non-standard transcription, and we
leave it to the reader to make the final
judgment.

How can the “One Belt one Road”
initiative be interpreted? An interesting
parallel may be seen in China’s policy
towards Africa. Chinese engagement in
Africa started from the myth of the
creation of the TanZam Railway to
transport copper from the mines to the
coast in the 1950s, when China herself was
an underdeveloped country and the
Chinese railway workers slept in primitive
tents next to the railway. This myth helped
to found the “eye-level” aid (in China
called “assistance”) to African countries.

However, as the check book diplomacy
among African countires to replace Taiwan
by the PR China in the United Nations
showed, China violated its own “No strings
attached policy”. The main argument to
disregard the World Bank’s decision and to
finance a football stadium for the China-

oriented presidential Mkapa
(which the World Bank had refused eatlier)

candidate

in Dar es Sallam (Tanzania) in 2005 was,
that China did not have a colonial history
with Africa. And Mkapa was elected.

In a propaganda video published just
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now' China claims the islands in front of
the Japanese, Philipine and Vietnam shores
to be Chinese because Zheng He and
others discovered them, started trading etc.

At the end of the video it is shown that
Zheng He also discovered Africa and
brought back a giraffe from there, implying
a claim to the African continent. And is
Africa not somehow connected to Europe?
Maybe in the end, the whole world is

Chinese and just has to be reminded.

I New China TV: “South China Sea- Grandpa

tells a story”, YouTube, 29 June 2016,
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2ZqsHT

8YH4.
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Figs. 1, 2: Propaganda video explicitely claiming islands and implying a claim on Africa.

China invests massively in Africa, Scholarly independence is a valuable
especially distributing Chinese culture and ~ good.
sponsoring academic research e.g. with
. . Martin Woesler
scholarships. The relation is worth to be

observed in its future development.
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