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Editorial

Quo vadis, Sinology?

This issue publishes a selection of
papers from the Inaugural World
Conference of Chinese Studies, which
was conducted on August 19-20, 2017 at
Witten/Herdecke University, Germany.
Further papers are published in the
belated 2016 edition and in the 2018
edition. For a conference report, please
refer to the end of the 2018 EJS7x issue.

The greetings held on the conference
reflect on the discipline of Chinese
Studies and give directions for its future
development. Therefore, in this Editorial,
I want to let the greetings speak for itself.

Martin Woesler

Wei Ling3hi
General Secretary of the Peking Cao
Xueqing Research Society

I am honored to having the
opportunity to witness the establishment
of the World Association of Chinese
Studies and to participate in the Inaugural
World Conference of Chinese Studies.
I'm sorry, but I didn't do much research

on Sinology in China. Here, I can only
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share with you some information and
thoughts. I'd like to say three things:

First, the meaning of the Sinology
how I understand it.

Sinology is also known as "Chinese
Studies". It is a discipline in which
scholars from outside China study on all
aspects of China. In history, the
development of Sinology experienced
different stages. I am familiar with the
European missionaries in the late Ming
Dynasty and the early Qing Dynasty.
There were many research achievements
on Chinese culture, economy, technology,
architecture, music and other aspects. In
that time, the European society not only
influenced by ideas, but also led to the
change of the Chinese history. From this
perspective, Sinology can be understood
as "China in the eyes of the world". It is
Chinese civilization that has been
observed and illuminated under the
vision of different civilizations. A popular
saying in  contemporary China is
"compassion through understanding." In
the first place, only if people of different
countries  truly understand Chinese
civilization the world can understand the
profound mysteries of Chinese culture.
Then, through dialogue and communica-

tion with Chinese scholars, the Chinese
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ancient and profound cultural back-
ground be better activated and integrated
into the global civilization.

Now, with the increase of China's
national strength and the increasing
mobility of Chinese people to the world,
the development of Sinology has a strong
intrinsic motivation. On the one hand,
the Chinese government is constantly
promoting the spread of Chinese culture
around the world.

On the other hand, the world also
needs to know more and more about
China. 1 think now is the great
opportunity for the development of
Sinology. Mr. Mu Zhai’s and Mr. Martin
Woesler’s initiative is of great value to
promote the world's understanding of
Chinese culture and civilization in order
to promote the world's tolerance and

acceptance of China.

Second, we should develop Sinology
from the perspective of modernity.

Now in the era of globalization, the
Internet and convenient transportation
have made the world handy, and the
boundaries of the so-called western
modern society and the modern society
in East Asia will become increasingly

unclear. In the past, the study of Chinese

history and literature was the focus in the
field of Sinology, but today we also see
more and more organizations and
researchers paying attention to the
present Chinese society and how to
promote the cultivation of contemporary
Chinese modernity with the accumulation
of Chinese past civilization.

There is a civil society in China. The
Chongyang  Institute of  Financial
Research, which was set up in 2013, is a
new type of think tank with Chinese
characteristics. They employ 78 former
politicians, bankers and well-known
scholars from more than 10 countries to
cooperate with about 30 think tanks.
Although the Chongyang Institute of
financial research is directed towards
finance, through its academic research,
and through paying attention to reality, it
has had an impact on the China senior
government, in Hangzhou last year and
this year's G20 summit "The Belt and
Road” forum, its research report with its
rich information, has won the attention
of high-level attention. This research is
part of Chinese Studies, they not only
provide references for their own country,
but also support for China facing the
wotld. Isn’t this the new stage of

development in Chinese Studies?



Additionally, a while ago, the media
reported that foreigners named China's
"four great inventions" as "China's high-
speed railway, online shopping, Alipay
and  bike sharing". Don't these
phenomena stir sinologist attention and
research interest? From this point of view,
if the dynamic development and direction
of the various aspects of contemporary
Chinese society are placed in the vision of
the study of Sinology, the study of world
Sinology will have a very good prospect.

Third, we should eliminate the dark
side of modern society with the
development of Sinology.

At present, there are some scholars in
China and Western countries that put
forward the drawbacks of
industrialization, utbanization and
individualization in modern society, such
as  pollution, climate change, the
reduction of biodiversity, and the
negative effects of modern life in
psychology and morality, alienation, loss
of values, consumerism and so on. From
the research results of traditional Chinese
culture, represented by Cao Xueqin's Red
Chamber Dreams in the past, the life
philosophy  contained in  Chinese
traditional culture is particularly worthy

of attention and valuing. In recent years,
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we have been devoted to the personal life
experience of Cao Xueqin, the author of
the Red Chamber Dreams, the material
civilization, his philosophy, and his
thoughts on the traditional Chinese crafts
he mastered. Questions about how body
life exists. Further, we also try to support
the promotion of Cao Xueqin's "Elegant
and delicate Red Chamber Dreams’ Life" in
the Red Chamber Dreams. The expression
"Elegant and Delicate Red Chamber
Dreams’ Life" is to create a beautiful
atmosphere in everyday life, to pursue the
pleasure of the mind, to reflect the
elegant living taste and beauty of the
Chinese people, which was "behind the
things" that Cao Xueqin expressed. Here
is Cao Xueqin's personal philosophy,
aesthetic taste and inner spirit, which is
the enlived Chinese culture. This kind of
life has become a life that people can
enjoy in modern society. This way of life
not only brings people material
satisfaction, but also helps people to gain
spiritual pleasure and promotes aesthetics.
It finally realizes peace of the human
mind, as the German philosopher
Heidegger advocated "mens' poetic
habitat on earth". Behind the life style of
the Red  Chamber  Dreams is  the

philosophical idea of "unity of heaven
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and man and one in one" in China. We
hope to present this kind of academic
crystallization to the world in the form of
material things, not only to Chinese
people, but also as a reference for
peoples of other civilizations to change
their lifes.

Finally, I was entrusted by Mr. Hu
Deping, President of the Cao Xueqin
Society of Beijing, to express his
congratulations on the establishment of
the World Association of Chinese Studies,
he wishes the Inaugural Conference of
Chinese Studies a great success and hopes

we will have a good time here.

Jan Ehlers
Vice President University Witten/Her-

decke

We are very happy and proud that the
first World Conference of Chinese
studies takes place here and that you also
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
German China Association with us.
Congratulations to this very successful
anniversary.

I have already seen your program,
which contains around 100 interesting

talks and discussions. So there will be no

risk that anyone will be bored this
weekend.

But I want to steal just a couple of
minutes of your time to explain a little the
place  you  are

Witten/Herdecke

visiting  here.
University was
founded 1982 as the first private
university in Germany. You might have
seen the flags at the entrance of the main
building. These are the values and goals
of our education. Translated they mean:
encourage freedom, strive for truth and
assume social responsibility.

To achieve this we have a quite
different didactical approach in the
German university landscape. A lot of
small group learning, problem based
learning, feedback, peer-to-peer-teaching
and always very practical with a
theoretical, scientific background.

We have about 2.500 students in three
faculties: Faculty for Health which is the
biggest with department for medicine,
dentistry, psychology and nursery. Faculty
for Business and the Faculty for Arts and
Humanities. Quite special are the
fundamental studies. Each Thursday is
reserved for off-topic courses where
students of all faculties meet and choose
courses they are interested in. These can

be about meditation, history, gardening
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or music, and shall foster the personality
development.

Geographically we are here in the
Ruhr Area. An old industrial are of
Germany with a lot of coal mining and
steel production. As I am not from here
but from northern Germany this was the
picture I had in mind when I came here.

But as I live here now for about three
years, I can tell you, this is what most of
this area really looks like. So I hope you
will find some time, even if the program
is very interesting and quite crowded, to
have a look in the area around the
university and make your own picture.

Last, I want to thank all organizers of
this conference for realizing it especially
Prof. Woesler and his team. Thanks a lot!
And I wish all of you some exciting days

and an interesting conferencel!

Martin Woesler

University Witten/Herdecke
Convener, Legal Representative of
World Association of Chinese
Studies, President elect, German

China Association

It is an honor to declare the 1st World

Conference of Chinese Studies -

EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF SINOLOGY 8 (2017)

Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of
the German China Association - open.

This conference is unique in several
meanings: With about 100 scholars from
about 20 countties, this is one of the
most  international  conferences in
Chinese Studies held so far. With 25
panels in different topics, it is also an
interdisciplinary one. It brings together
especially many scholars from Asia
(China, Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore
and Japan) with scholars from Europe
and the USA.

Since 2006 the Hanban in cooperation
with Chinese universities like the People’s
University with its Guoxue-Center on a
non-frequent basis conduct Chinese
Studies Conferences, closely related with
the Confucius Institutes worldwide. The
invited scholars and more famous
sinologists from abroad had the idea to
found an institutionalized form as an
independent non-profit organization,
which does not only convene every few
years, but which works all year-long and
which organizes many more activities
than just conferences. The idea to found
the “WACS” was born. Due to new
regulations in China, the organization
starts its work outside China and hopes

to qualify for a later registration within
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mainland China by proving its manyfold
scholarly activities all over the world.

The conference is the first major
activity of the non-profit organization
and another conference shall follow,
organized by mainland Chinese partners
of WACS, in Hangzhou/China in May
2018, then called “1st Conference of
New Sinology”. This first conference in
August 2017 in Witten/Germany is called
the “Inaugural World Conference of
Chinese Studies” because it is intended to
be held every year at Witten/Herdecke
University, in 2018 it is scheduled for
August 18-19 with a second part of the
conference to be conducted at Vienna
University/Austria on August 21-22.

Since conferences like the Annual
Meeting of AAS in the USA are mostly
visited by US scholars, and the USA is 12
hours time zone away from China, this
concept of a conference in Europe, being
only 6 hours time difference both from
the US and China, may turn out as a
good alternative of short travel distances
and environmentally friendly. Therefore,
the Association offers to existing regional
associations of Chinese Studies an
institutional ~ membership and  the

possibility, to merge existing formats into

the more central format  in
Witten/Germany.

I would like to thank all the helping
hands, who have prepared this event
during the last days, weeks and months.
The work for a scholarly Association is
time consuming, unpaid (voluntary work),
requires multilingual skills, diplomacy etc.
I especially thank the president, vice
president and chancellor of University
Witten/Herdecke, who readily opened
the doors of the university to host this
conference and stretched a helping hand
to Prof. Mu Zhai and the WACS, which
is especially important during the
founding phase of the Association. I
thank headmasters Viktor Danilschewski

and Nicolae Rusu, my assistant Lin
Shiang-Han #k#8 %, the Master students
Cheng Mengyao (Cheng Yingran AZZ X)
and Yao Yibei #8 ¥ ). I also thank all
the other volunteers and want to stress

that Prof. Mu and Li Mengyuan & %

especially arrived about two weeks in
advance in order to make this conference
a success. Moreovet, there is a team of
volunteers, including drivers, reception
desk helpers, discussion helpers, and
several scholars who volunteered to act as

moderator and/or discussant for the 20
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panels. All these people I cannot call by
each single name.

This congress marks a turning point in
the history of Chinese Studies both in
China and abroad: For too long, Chinese
Studies has been conducted in two
separated worlds, developing different
standards of scholarly quality and
freedom. But China and the outside
world grow together with this conference,
opening a space for exchange. This
conference brings together scholars from
China and abroad on joint research topics,
many of the colleagues meet at these
topical panels for the first time. The
greatest success of a conference can be
achieved if friendships and cooperations
are made.

This congress also witnesses the
coming together of a traditional China
Association, the 60-year-old German
China Association, with the newly foun-
ded WACS, registered both in China
(Macao headquarter) and outside (in Ger-
many, mostly for organizational reasons
to conduct the conference here). That the
president-elect of the German China
Association is a vice president of the
World Association for Chinese Studies is
a promising symbol for more intensified

cooperation, for bringing the History of
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Chinese Studies together and helping to
strive for internationalization and joint
quality standards, for defining common
goals and overcoming obstacles on the
way to academic excellence. Which study
in the field of Chinese Studies would not
be improved tremendeously, if there were
at least one Chinese and one non-Chinese
scholar involved?

I would like to thank all those who
honor wus with their greetings, Vice
President Jan Ehlers, who just recently
has been announced Vice President and
has already established a solid work
relation with all the colleagues with
mutual trust and cooperative spirit. He
dedicates a great deal of his work towards
pedagogy and digitalization. Prof. Ehlers
is representing the host Witten/Herdecke
University, which is the oldest and the
most prestigious private university of
Germany. The University itself has just
now published an internationalization
strategy, mainly prepared by Dr. Joern
Weingaertner, opening the doors to the
world, especially to university partners.
To host this truly global scientific
conference expresses the university’s true
endeavour to bring the world closer
together. Hopefully, more ways of

international  cooperations  will also
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develop from this conference, and
hopefully the university will support to
offer this forum on a frequent basis.

The second greeting will be given by
Prof. Mu Zhai, the president of the
WACS, who indefatigably worked to
found the Association and to make this
conference and all the activities become
true. He 1is an outstanding scholar,
famous for his work as editor of several
book series on Chinese literary history.

The next greeting will be by Prof.
Gregor Paul, almost 20 years president of
the German China Association, who has
lead an organization, which, despite its
constant lack of finances, has written a
chapter of German Chinese Studies with
its monthly lecture series at the East
Asian Museum in Cologne, with several
conferences and the Bulletin of the
German China Association.

I thank also Miss Wei Lingzhi for her
greeting. She represents the Peking Cao
Xueqin Research Society and is one of
the guards of the most precious heritage
of Chinese literature, the Red Chamiber
Dreams.  She has brought along the
Chinese Redologist Zhan Song /& 47 .
Having surveyed readers about the novel,
having  travelled the world and

overviewing collections of translations of

the Red Chamber Dreams into many
languages, she has a very distinct
understanding  of  Chinese  culture,
especially the work of China’s genius Cao
Xuegqin, and its place in the world.

Moreover, we will hear the greetings
by Luigi Moccia, Director of the EU-
founded Jean Monnet Center of
Excellence Altiero Spinelli at University
Roma Tre/Italy, who concentrates in his
research on the Chinese understanding of
law and justice and has conducted a
conference on the comparison between
the EU and China in 2014 and since then
has  helped to establish several
cooperations with Chinese universities,
especially  the  Southwest Jiaotong
University Chengdu/China.

I also thank Harro von Senger, a
retired professor of law, who speaks
fluently Chinese, and became famous
with his research on the Chinese
stratagems, for his greeting. Being a Swiss
and having worked as a professor in
Freiburg/Germany, he is one of the
authoritative sinologists in Europe.

Once again, I wish the conference the
greatest success, especially by overcoming
borders and bringing colleagues together.
Maybe we will have One Asia one day or

even One World.
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Gregor Paul
President of the German China-

Association (1998-2017), Karlsruhe

On behalf of the German China
Association, I should like to welcome (all
of) you. I am pleased and (I feel) honored
to have you here.

One of the reasons for having this
conference is to  celebrate  the
60th anniversary of the German China
Association (GCA) — which is by far the
oldest German organization devoted to
providing ~ Germans  with  reliable
information about China, especially
Chinese culture, thus improving mutual
understanding. I am particularly thankful
to Professor Martin Woesler, my
designated successor as president of the

GCA, for having organized the

conference.

Luigi Moccia
Director of the Jean Monnet Center of
Excellence Altiero Spinelli, University

Rome Three, Italy

I feel much pleased and honoured for

the invitation to be here today at this
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Conference, having the opportunity in
this opening session to address such a
wide and distinguished audience of
participants.

There are many reasons for sharing
these feelings with all of you, and I wish
to highlight though very briefly at least
three reasons in particular.

The first one is about the fact that our
conference is the 1st World Conference
for Chinese Studies to be held,
celebrating the 60th anniversary of the
German China Association.

I can see in this celebration that joins
together an old aged and prestigious
association with the newly born World
Association for Chinese Studies as an
event of good wish for a long-lived
German China Association and for a
successful World Association as regards
especially its future.

Indeed I hope and believe that today’s
Conference being the first one of its kind,
others will follow on a regular basis, may
be each year, and in some other places
around the world.

What brings me to express this hope
and wish for continuity in the conference
editions, year by year and however on the
basis of a periodical schedule, it is the

conviction that I draw from the
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statement that was made in his speech by
Professor Mu, saying that the “world
needs Chinese studies.”

If T understand it well, today’s world
needs to become more and more
conscious of its multi-polarity and the
consequent process of developing higher
levels of mutual respect and knowledge
between peoples.

But true as it is this need, it is also true
correspondingly that “Chinese studies
needs to be open to the world” in its
multifaceted and complex problems and
challenges.

And I come here to the second reason
worthy to be underlined in praise of the
Conference.

It is about the fact that the
Conference features a great variety of
topics ranging from ancient history to
contemporaneity, from tradition to
modernity, from classics to present day's
issues concerning society, law and
€conomics.

In this sense it is a truly multi- and
interdisciplinary Conference and Associa-
tion, whose main characteristic is to bring
together China experts of varying expe-
rience and expertise and from a diversity

of counttries.

In my view the message is clear.
Chinese Studies is no longer a field of
study reserved for a few, a kind of closed
specialized sector. But it is a field of study
more and more open to dialogue and
exchanges with other disciplines in the
wider area of humanities and social
sciences.

We live nowadays in a world that has
become smaller and smaller, interconnec-
ted as well as highly interdependent, from
any point of view. A world grappling with
problems such as sustainable develop-
ment, environment, climate, energy, wa-
ter resources, migration flows of diaspo-
ric dimension, not to mention financial
crises, with their related socio-political
issues affecting peace, security and justice
and of course the balance of international
relations at local, regional and global level.

No one single country, nation or even
empire can claim, any longer, to represent
an idea of centrality and self-sufficiency.

On the contrary, the idea of humanity
as a common family, the idea of an
international community based on
principles of mutual respect, solidarity,
human security, and human rights, are
there to show the way towards a
multipolar polycentric articulation of

today's world, where universality and
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diversity are at work, not as competing,
but as complementary forces.

Chinese way to modernisation can be
seen as an example on how much a
gradual, selective and adaptive transitional
process is essential to gain stability and
better living conditions for the mass of
the Chinese population, according to the
ideal of a “harmonious society” within
which to develop a “socialist market
economy with Chinese characteristics.”

In turn, the European integration
process can be seen as an example of the
possibility to build, through the means in
particular of a “social market economy,”
a basis for peace among the peoples of
Europe and with neighbour countries in
the Mediterranean region by and large,
including African, Middle East and Gulf
countries, having in mind the centrality of
this region in the current geopolitical
balance on a worldwide basis.

Here stems out the third reason why
the Conference is to be greeted positively
as a farsighted promise of a fruitful path
of study programmes, cultural exchanges
and generally speaking of joint and
cooperative work as regards especially the
educational scenario of the formation of
young people at university level (graduate

and post-graduate courses). A scenario
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destined to become a major tenet of
China-Europe relations.

In more general terms, the focus must
be not only on the economic and
financial interests at stake, but much
more on the need of a cultural approach,
based on multilevel comparison, to foster
better mutual understanding of the ways
in which China and the European Union
play their respective roles in the
multipolar polycentric articulation of
today's world, where both of them, while
interested to develop further and better
relationships, are also called to take on
and share responsibilities, at both
regional and international levels, in face
of common threats and challenges, as
well as in view of a sustainable develop-
ment, based on peace, justice and security,
and in the spirit precisely of a real China-
Europe “strategic partnership.”

With this hopeful goal in mind, which
could also be taken as a symbol of the
Conference's mission for its future deve-
lopment, I wish everyone a good job and
a fruitful experience as far as attending
the Conference sessions of today and
tomorrow and a bright future, both for
the German China Association and the
Wortld Association for Chinese Studies.

Witten/Herdecke, August 19, 2017
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Harro von Senger

(formerly) Freiburg University

Globalization can not be teduced to
only flows of finance and goods, as well
as passenger traffic. Globalization should
also have a cultural dimension. And from
a Buropean point of view, this cultural di-
mension should not cover predominantly,
even exclusively, the West, so that cultu-
ral globalization is reduced to Americani-
zation.

The cultural dimension of
globalization should also be orientated
towards the Orient. In fact, "orientation"
derives from the "Orient", meaning the
ditection where the sun rises. So the
phrase "ex oriente lux" first referred to
the sun. Then she was handed over to
Christianity and culture. Now is the time
to expand the turn to the East as a whole,
especially to China. For the problems of
the wotld can not be solved in the 21st
century with Western knowledge alone. It

seems to me that the following statement

is correct: "Western wisdom is indeed
insufficient, and Chinese wisdom should
now make its contribution." (Zhang
Weiwei: The Chinese Wave, Hackensack
2011, p. 174).

On the dates of the 19th - 21st August
2017 in Witten/Germany for the first
time a World Conference of Chinese
Studies takes place. And the German
China Association celebrates its 60"
anniversary of successful work to open
the view from Germany towards China.

I hope that the organization will find a
long and prosperous future in the

Chinese civilization.

1st World Conference
of Chinese Studies

EPEj et L

Fig. 1: Conference Banner.

1. & RAHERXF LI
LB ik KRS A G FF
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Fig. 2: From left: Luigi Moccia, Gregor Paul, Richard Trappl, Mu Zhai, Wei Lingzhi, Jan
Ehlers.

Fig. 3: Group photo with scholars from more than 20 countries.

2017 8 A 1SHE23H, HEERXFE H 7 f& A S N &
#F R4 (World Association for Chinese ( University Witten/Herdecke ) i #] &
Studies) £ 7, ZF W4 (German Fo RATTE. i2E. #$EH. L1
China Association) W89« H BHEF X  #, #E., £H., KB, F2. G
Fitdn (LA&BRTMAERL 60 AF) F.ookEL FBRA BHT. B A,
BEHRXFFLEERREREGEKR FHWEAROEAE, BRI, 65F
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