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Editorial

Like the last issue of EJSin, this issue
asks again the question of why Chinese
Studies at all, what is its role and function,
and into which direction it will develop.
This time, we reflect on the beginnings of
Hanxue, which did not start with the first
chair professorship in France in 1814, but
needs to be extended at least to the Jesuits,
who did the first systematical research on
their contemporary Ming and Qing China.
Although they had an intrinsic motivation
to display China better than it was, (in
order to be allowed to continue their
mission), they still were prisoners of their
cultural background when they tried to find
the proof for god in the Daodejing. This
Richard

Wilhelm with his understanding of tian as

tradition was continued by
god and his influential but religious transla-
tion of the Y7jing, which was a major cause
for Western esoteric and exotic (mis-)un-
derstanding of China. Today, this ethno-
centric or at least eurocentric attitude is far
from overcome, as my contribution wants

to show.

To all who claim mainland China can
only be ruled by one mighty party, let us
commemorate the time when it had a
working multi-party system. Only on the
Taiwanese island this system survived and
further into a modern

developed

democracy. Thomas Weyrauch’s contribu-
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tion comes at a time, when the parties
realize that there is a real life of coexistence
with mainland China next to the One-
Country claim. However, the response of
the different Chinese parties to the de-
facto souvereignty is diverse. And the
ruling party seems to forget that they are
still in a democracy when they crack down
on the members and possessions of the

former ruling party.

Chinese culture today enriches the
world with several alternative concepts of a
Chinese country: Mainland China claims
the lead and promotes its stable economic
system as an alternative to US protectionist
economy and its change of its global
“World  Police” to
First”.

narrative  from

“America(‘s interests) Singapore
with its geostrategically favorable position
between Asia and Europe is a central hub
and high

innovation. It is also coined by Chinese

of finance, education tech
language and culture. However, with Lee
Kuan Yu stressing Asian values, with strict
discipline and endless court cases
effectively suppressing the oppositional
parties, it shows the restrictive version of
China. Macao has inherited a relaxed way
of living including gambling tradition also
from the Portuguese colonialists. However
it never became really comparable to its
legendary neighbor Hong Kong. Hong
Kong finally actually shows an alternative

Chinese society, being developed over
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centuries through laws made by a
democratic parliament in London. A well-
educated, open-minded democracy with
freedom. However, this is endangered by
mainland intervention into the elections
etc. To get a glimpse into the inner soul,
the self-understanding of their identity,
Erkki Viitasaari has visited museums in
these smaller and alternative versions of
China and found a more souvereign and
independent self-understanding in their

museums.

Sara Kathrin Landa in her contribution
about the different and changing reception
of Mao Zedong’s poetry in Germany
touches upon a dark chapter of German
sinology and sinologists. Being fooled by
Chinese

Revolution and Mao Zedong in the 1960s

propaganda,  the  Cultural
were idealized not only by writers and
translators, but also by sinologists, who
forgot to keep the professional distance, a
condition for any scholarly engagement. It
is safe to say that Mao’s poetry has received
more attention than it would have just for
its literary quality. However, this insight
comes easier with historical distance, but
even today is hard to convey to Chinese

colleagues of letters.

The final contribution in this issue
reaches back into Chinese tradition for

more than 2000 years. It investigates the

close and delicate relation between the Sz

and the Hanshu.

I wish our readers an enriching reading

experience.

Martin Woesler
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