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Conference Report 
1st World Conference of Chinese 

Science, August 19-20, 2017, University 

of Witten / Herdecke (UWH), Organizer: 

World Association of Chinese Studies 

(WACS), 1  German China Society 

(DCG), 2  Convener: Prof. Dr. Martin 

Woesler (UWH) 

                                                            
1  The World Association of China Sciences was 

founded in Macao in 2016 to bring together 

SinCer International's irregular Beijing 

conferences and various regional associations 

in the form of a year-round association. 

Association president is Professor Zhai MU 

(Houston / Zhuhai), executive vice president 

is the Korean professor Jae-woo PARK, also 

vice president at the Foreign Languages 

University Seoul. The association has about 

2000 discussion-group affiliated China Studies 

members in about 40 countries and numerous 

sub-organizations. He also seeks international 

exchange and cooperation with other regional 

science organizations. 

2  The German China Association (DCG) was 

founded in 1957, prior to the establishment of 

diplomatic relations with China, and helped 

establish it. Since then, through scientific 

lectures and conferences in various cities, it 

has championed a well-founded, scientific 

approach to the often distorted image of 

China in the media and the Internet. In 

addition, the company is committed to 

exchange and understanding. The Witten 

Professor Martin Woesler, who organizes the 

 

The inaugural conference of the World 

Association for Chinese Sciences, which 

was held at the University of 

Witten/Herdecke, Germany, on 19 and 

20 August 2017, according to the 

participants and the association's 

chairman Professor Zhai Mu, was a great 

success: "The University of Witten / 

Herdecke was a warm and professional 

host, We would like to hold the congress 

here every year and cooperate with the 

university in other areas as well." 

The approximately 100 participants 

came from about 20 countries: People's 

Republic of China with Hong Kong, 

Macao, the Republic of China on Taiwan, 

Germany, South Korea, Austria, 

Switzerland, the United States, Russia, 

Netherlands, Spain, Poland, Italy, 

Portugal, Japan , Singapore, Malaysia etc. 

"Chinese Studies also want to open up 

more to the world - in fact, the subject of 

sinology today is no longer a special 

science conducted in individual countries, 

but the view of scientists from around 

the world on China," explains the 

Chairman of the Association. 

                                                                                 
conference, has been elected president of the 

Society on June 1, 2017. 
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Accordingly, the conference was 

jointly organized with the German China 

Society, whose President Gregor Paul 

addressed the occasion of its 60th 

anniversary. Altogether, more than 100 

scholars gathered in 25 thematically 

organized panels. 

Highlights of the two-day lectures 

included the Daoist interpretation of the 

Swiss model of neutrality by Harro von 

Senger, the tracing of China's path into 

modernity by the Director of the 

Düsseldorf Confucius Institute Cord 

Eberspächer and the critical presentation 

of the work of the Jesuit missionaries in 

China by Claudia von Collani, 

Heidelberg. 

Alena Pavlova, a professor with 

Moscow City University, emphasized in 

her press interview the importance of 

founding the World Association: "I 

wanted to learn here how to build our 

national Russian Association of Chinese 

Studies." 

Richard Trappl, Director of the 

Confucius Institute at the University of 

Vienna, gave a lecture on Lu Xun and 

Europe and praised: "The most 

important thing about such conferences 

is the professional exchange among 

international colleagues in discussions 

and in the breaks." 

About 200 contributions were sent, of 

which an international commission 

accepted about 100. These were 

presented in key note speeches in the 

forum as well as in 25 panels in the large 

and small auditorium of the FEZ 

building of University of Witten / 

Herdecke with moderators, discussants 

and opportunity for discussion. 

The lectures were held in Chinese and 

English, and participants could hear 

simultaneous translation into English and 

Chinese via headphones. 

 
Keynote speeches: 

‐ Prof. Mu Zhai, Chairman of the 

World Association for Chinese Studies, 

known for his research on early 

Chinese literature and poetry 

(especially Song and Tang poems), 

currently visiting scholar in Houston 

and Professor at Jilin University. 

‐ Prof. Gregor Paul, President of the 

German China Association, critically 

examined the topic of "power and art" 

in China (written contribution). 

‐ Wei Lingzhi, representative of the 

Beijing Cao Xueqin Society, gave an 

impressive greeting about the need for 
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international Chinese Studies to open 

to contemporary China and a key note 

lecture on the modernity of elegant 

and delicate living in the Red Chamber 

Dreams. 

‐ The Swiss sinologist Prof. Harro von 

Senger, who has become known for 

his studies on the art of Sunzi and the 

Chinese stratagems, now compared 

Switzerland's idea of neutrality with 

the Chinese concept "wu wei". 

‐ Prof. Luigi Moccia from the 

University of Rome III, gave a key 

note address about the Chinese legal 

system between tradition and 

modernity. 

‐ Prof. Dr. Richard Trappl, Director of 

the Confucius Institute Vienna, 

introduced the tensional field between 

ethics and exaggeration regarding the 

Chinese writer Lu Xun. 

‐ Dr. Cord Eberspächer, Director of the 

Confucius Institute Düsseldorf, traced 

China's way into the modern age. 

‐ Prof. Dr. Peter Wei Ming Cheng, 

Hong Kong University, revealed pre-

Qin-period Mohism discourse in the 

preface "Song cheng". 

‐ Prof. Dr. Martin Woesler, University 

of Witten / Herdecke reported on the 

path of Chinese Studies from 

ethnocentrism and exoticization to 

universalism and dialectical discourse 

in historical and contemporary 

Chinese Studies. 

 

The 25 panels were held on the 

following topics: Classical Chinese 

Literature (Pre-Qin), Confucian 

Literature, Early Modern Chinese 

Literature: Prose, Poetry, Tang and Song 

Literature, Ming and Qing Literature, 

Literature of the Republic of the 1920s, 

Modern literary history, translation: 

classical and modern / modern and 

present, China in Asia, Buddhism, 

worldwide distribution of Chinese 

literature, comparison East and West; 

Politics and Journalism: Government, 

Economy, 'One Belt one Road', China-

EU; China in Malaysia; Hong Kong and 

Taiwan; War in Asia: Korean War, 

Manchuko and the salvation myth of the 

Jews; Aesthetics and Wang Guowei / 

Humanism in the work of the Jesuit 

missionary Matteo Ricci; Literature of the 

modern and the present; Authors: Mao 

Zedong, Wang Xiaobo, Shi Tuo; 

Communism and anti-communism, 

Confucian stone research and Neo-

Confucianism around the 17th century, 

linguistics. 
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The conference organizer Martin 

Woesler is professor for literature and 

communication in China with University 

of Witten / Herdecke University. As part 

of its internationalization strategy, the 

University of Witten / Herdecke is also 

expanding its partnerships with China, 

hoping that exchanging students with the 

booming economic giant will also provide 

a worthwhile exchange of experience and 

a "view beyond the horizon". 

In addition, Woesler is a visiting 

professor at Peking Normal University 

and Nanking Normal University in 

China. Immediately after the congress he 

flew to Peking by invitation of the 

Chinese Ministry of Culture to participate 

in a translator workshop with Wolfgang 

Kubin at the Beijing Book Fair, to 

exchange with colleagues and the Chinese 

writers Mo Yan and Yu Hua, which he 

wants to bring closer to Witten students. 

Selected conference papers are 

published in various journals (European 

Journal of Chinese Studies (Orem / 

USA), World Journal of Chinese Studies 

etc.), the remaining contributions in the 

free electronic membership magazine. A 

conference volume was presented as a 

draft at the conference and a revised 

version is in preparation. The next 

scheduled conferences are: August 18-19, 

2018 at University of Witten / Herdecke 

in combination with August 21-22, 2018 

at University of Vienna as well as 

December 2018 Hangzhou. 
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